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Outline 

• D&I at NIH: Portfolios

• D&I at NIH: Training Opportunities

• Emerging Opportunities in Implementation Science 



D&I Science at NIH: Portfolios 

• Despite increasing investments, no coherent way to present D&I 
science portfolio at a NIH-wide level

• Grants reviewed by the DIRH (now SIHH) study section 
• But, many ICs have their own FOAs that are reviewed in house or by SEP

• D&I will be new RCDC term in 2021 
• Opportunity for IC input as part of the SME team 
• Building on OBSSR-led portfolio analysis 



NICHD Funded Grants from DIRH Funding Announcements

FY TITLE PI Program Official 

2017
Implementation Strategies and 
Effectiveness for Walking School Bus 
Programs

CARLSON, 
JORDAN A

Karen Lee 

2017
DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION OF A 
BEDSIDE GUIDELINE ENGINE FOR SEVERE 
TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY

PINEDA,
JOSE 

ALFRED
Tamara Jenkins 

2018 Addressing Obesity in Early Care and 
Education Settings

BASTANI, 
ROSHAN Layla Esposito 

2018

Spreading the Integrated District 
Evidence-to-Action Program for Neonatal 
Mortality Reduction (IDEAs) in 
Mozambique

SHERR, KENNETH Marion Koso-Thomas

2018

Dissemination and Implementation of the 
Safe Environment for Every Kid(SEEK) 
Model for Preventing Child Abuse and 
Neglect

DUBOWITZ, 
HOWARD 

Valerie Maholmes

2018

National Implementation of 
FOYC+CImPACT in the Bahamas: 
implementation strategies and improved 
outcomes.

WANG, BO Sonia Lee
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NICHD Funded Grants from DIRH Funding Announcements

FY TITLE PI Program Official 

2019 Improving Health by Linking Postpartum and 
Well-Baby Visits HAIDER, SADIA Roz King 

2019
Factors that influence the implementation and 
effectiveness of a patient safety bundle to 
reduce low-risk cesarean deliveries

CALLAGHAN-
KORU, 

JENNIFER 
ANNE

Menachem Miodovnik

2020 Implementation of an Evidence Based Parentally 
Administered Intervention for Preterm  Infants.

WHITE-TRAUT, 
ROSEMARY C Maurice Davis 

2020
Dissemination, Implementation, and 
Effectiveness of an Intervention to Prevent 
Intimate Partner Violence

DECKER, 
MICHELE R Layla Esposito 

2020

Parks & Pediatrics Fit Together: Translating 
knowledge into action for child obesity 
treatment in partnership with Parks and 
Recreation

SKINNER, 
ASHELEY 

COCKRELL
Layla Esposito 

2020 Adolescent Wellness Visits to Reduce Health Risks BAUMGARTNE
R, JOY NOEL

Sonia Lee 



NICHD D&I Portfolio 
• Other Efforts 

• AHISA: Sonia Lee 
• PATC3H: Sonia Lee, Bill Kapogiannis, Nahida Chakhtoura

• Areas currently represented: 
• Childhood obesity 
• Child maltreatment and dating violence  
• Pregnancy/postpartum maternal and infant health 
• Global HIV treatment and prevention 

• Future opportunities for growth? 

https://www.fic.nih.gov/About/center-global-health-studies/Pages/adolescent-hiv-prevention-treatment-implementation-science-alliance.aspx
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/research/supported/PATC3H


D&I Research Training: NIH-sponsored 
• TIDIRH (2011-2019): 

• Begun to address lack of training opportunities at the time (OBSSR, 
NIMH, NCI, VA)

• Over time, more ICs involved and demand increased 
• Sunset in 2019 given increasing opportunities in the field 

• TIDIRC open access 
• OBSSR-funded R25 Implementation Science Scholars (IS2) at Wash. U; chronic 

disease and health inequity focus 

• Disease focused opportunities: 
• Implementation Research Institute (IRI) at Wash U (NIMH, NIDA) 
• TIDIRC: NCI led 
• MT-DIRC: Cancer focused but no longer active 

https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/is/training-education/TIDIRC-open-access
https://is2.wustl.edu/
https://iristl.org/
https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/is/training-education/TIDIRC


D&I Research Training: University-
based and Other Opportunities   

• Since inception of TIDRH, range of opportunities has 
increased substantially 

• Predoctoral and postdoctoral fellowships

• Graduate courses, certificates, Masters and Doctoral degrees

• Self-guided online courses and other resources 



Emerging Opportunities: 
Shifting Landscape 

• Dual pandemics of COVID and structural racism 
• Impacts on maternal and child health 

• Maternal mortality 
• School closings 
• Family violence 
• Women leaving the work force; child-care challenges 
• Missed vaccinations and preventive care
• Developmental challenges particularly for early childhood and adolescents 

• Increasing recognition of the potential opportunities to leverage  
implementation science to improve maternal and child health  



Community Engaged Research 
• CE and D&I research share ultimate goals and inherent challenges

• To achieve broad, sustainable use of a program/policy/practice you need 
inclusivity, partnerships, and shared ownership/buy-in among stakeholders

• YET….

• Each tradition has its own theory/methods/principles and emphasis
• Separate, active histories at NIH 
• Recent survey of NIH-funded CBPR researchers identified their work as 

primarily translation and/or health services research, not D&I research



Community Engagement and IS





Health Equity, Community Engagement 
and Implementation Science 

Stakeholder engagement and/or community engaged 
research are key strategies to ensuring that research has 
increased potential to address social determinants of health 
(including structural racism) and ultimately impact 
population health and health equity 





Policy Implementation Science 

The study of how implementation science may contribute 
to understanding the translation of scientific evidence to 
health-related policy in governmental and 
nongovernmental sector

From Ali Abazeed, NCI Presentation at D&I Training for NIH Staff, December 2020





Other Emerging Opportunities in 
Implementation Science 

• De-Implementation 
• Sustainability 
• Scale-up 
• Adaptation 
• Learning from global health 

• Fogarty webinar series on “global to local” lessons learned 

https://www.fic.nih.gov/News/Events/Pages/global-2-local-webinar-series.aspx#:%7E:text=The%20%22Global%2Dto%2DLocal,how%20this%20type%20of%20research


Resources
• Lists of Training Opportunities:* 

• Society for Implementation Research Collaboration (SIRC): (psychosocial 
interventions; psychology focused)

• Implementation Science Exchange (IMPSCIX)

• General NIH Resources: 
• NCI implementation science 
• ODP D&I research 
• Fogarty implementation science 

*Links are being provided for information only and should not imply endorsement of any specific non-NIH sponsored training opportunity.  

https://societyforimplementationresearchcollaboration.org/dissemination-and-implementation-training-opportunities/#TrainingInstitutes
https://impsci.tracs.unc.edu/get-informed/trainings/
https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/is
https://prevention.nih.gov/research-priorities/dissemination-implementation
https://www.fic.nih.gov/ResearchTopics/Pages/ImplementationScience.aspx
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Thank You! 

Questions? dara.blachman-demner@nih.gov

mailto:dara.blachman-demner@nih.gov
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